Role Play Using Environmental Content

By Staci Hauschild, Elena Poltavtchenko, and Fredricka L. Stoller
Language focus: Speaking

Approximate time: Variable, depending on learners’ language abilities

Purpose
· Give students opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge of environmental topics

· Motivate students to discuss and express opinions on controversial issues

· Provide students with practice in persuasive speaking

· Encourage students to connect what they have learned about the environment to their daily lives

· Help students determine when it is appropriate to take responsibility for the behaviors of others

Pre-class preparation

· Select environmental topics for role plays. Choose topics of greatest relevance to the students and their communities (e.g. recycling, not littering, unplugging cell phone chargers and/or computers when not in use, using fewer plastic bags, not buying bottled water, using less water).

· Write a different scenario for each group’s role play (following the models at the end of Appendix D). Aside from the student character, the other characters in each role play should differ, so that one character, as an example, is a close family member or friend, and another character is an influential person in the student’s life (e.g. a coach, teacher, friend’s parents, neighbor).
· Create a three-part Group Planning Worksheet that includes questions that will guide students in (a) a scenario analysis, (b) role play preparation, and (c) a role-play summary. (See Scenario 1 on the next page for sample questions for each part.)
Procedure

1. Arrange students into groups of three or four.

2. Distribute a Group Planning Worksheet and one scenario to each group.

3. Have groups discuss and complete Parts 1 and 2 of the worksheet.

4. Explain role-play logistics (i.e. time allotted for each role play; if lines should be memorized or improvised; expectations about props).

5. Have students prepare their role plays by deciding on their respective roles, discussing and brainstorming ideas for carrying out the role play, and writing down what each student will say word-for-word (for memorized skits) or making notes of major ideas and key words and phrases (for improvised skits).

6. Allow students to rehearse their role plays (in class or at home).

7. Have groups present their role plays.

8. Have students complete Part 3 of the worksheet individually or as groups.

9. Discuss Part 3 as a class.

Example role-play scenarios

Scenario 1: A student in your school has learned about the importance of using fewer plastic bags. She is excited to start using her new reusable grocery bag when she goes to the market. This student and her family are also friendly with their neighbor. The student sometimes helps the neighbor with his shopping. The student has never seen her neighbor use reusable bags nor heard him express an interest in doing so. The student’s parents only use reusable grocery bags occasionally.

· Part 1: Scenario Analysis (Read scenario and analyze)
· Should the student approach her parents about using fewer plastic bags? Why? Why not?

· If yes, how should she approach them? If not, why shouldn’t she approach them?

· Should the student approach her neighbor about using fewer plastic bags? Why? Why not?

· If yes, how should she approach her neighbor? If not, why shouldn’t she approach her neighbor?

· Part 2: Role Play Preparation

· What reasons might the parents have for not using fewer plastic bags? Are these good reasons? Explain.

· What reasons might the student have for not approaching her parents or neighbor? Are these good reasons? Explain.

· What are the most important facts that the student should have when talking to someone about using fewer plastic bags?

· Part 3: Role Play Summary 

· Do you think that it is appropriate to approach some people about their environmental habits, but not others? Explain.

· What is the most difficult aspect of approaching someone about environmental habits? Explain.

· What strategies can we use when trying to persuade someone to change their environmental practices? Explain.

· What resources might the student have available when discussing the importance of environmental awareness with someone?

Scenario 2: A student in your school has learned about the importance of recycling (or reusing) various items and has regularly started participating in her school’s recycling program. Some of this student’s friends also recycle at school, but do so infrequently, usually only when it is convenient and the recycling bins are nearby. At home, the student’s family agreed to start recycling after the student explained its importance, but they do not always remember to do so. 

Scenario 3: A student in your school has learned about the importance of not wasting water and has started to adjust some of his daily habits to conserve water. At home, the student’s brother/sister doesn’t have the same interest in protecting the environment and hasn’t taken the student’s interest in the environment seriously. While at a friend’s house, the student notices that the friend’s family sometimes leaves the water running while washing the dishes. The student does not consider his friend’s family wasteful, but he has never heard them speak about environmental issues before.

Scenario 4: A student in your school has learned about the importance of reducing paper consumption and realizes he can easily make a difference by printing his homework double-sided. At school, this student notices that one of his friends never prints his homework double-sided. One of the student’s teachers does not print classroom handouts double-sided either. The student has never heard his friend or teacher express an interest in protecting the environment. 
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